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• Around 650 students

• 4 feeder primary schools

• 39 different languages spoken by 

students and staff

Tynecastle High School
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Where did we 
start?

2014:

• Mandarin taster sessions 

for S1 and S2 delivered 

by a British Council 

Chinese Language 

assistant.

• Also delivering L3 Gaelic

2015: 

• Worked with the 

Hanban teacher based 

in feeder primary.

• Struggled with L3 Gaelic 

due to staffing



Where did we 
start?

2016- 2017

• Began partnership with 

SWIRE – GWC/JGHS/BHS

• Pilot group of select S3 

students opted to study 

Mandarin

2017-2018

• S3 students progressed into 

S4 – Numbers dipped. 

Presented 2 for N5 

• BGE still being supported 

by Hanban on a rotation



Where did we 
start?

2018-2019

• SWIRE staff teaching all 

classes BUT BGE on termly 

rotation.

• Presented 6 students at N5 , 

2 at Higher

2019-2020

• SWIRE delivering to all 

classes- mostly one teacher

• Presented 3 students at N5



Where we are 
now 

From 2020

• SWIRE helping us to deliver BGE 

to all classes, predominantly 

based in school.

• Consortium arrangements in 

normal times for Higher/ADH 

classes



Where we are 
now 

All S1-S2 Students:

• 3 50min periods of French per week 

• 1 50 min period of Mandarin 

delivered with our SWIRE partnership

S3

• All students have 3 50 min periods of 

French per week

• Option to pick up L3 Mandarin

• Option to also pick up Spanish. 

• Currently timetabled in the same 

column 

• This is also 3 50 mins periods per week



Where we are 
now 

Senior Phase

• 4 50min periods of 

chosen language per 

week 

• Can study two 

languages

• Offering N3 – Advanced 

Higher in French and 

Mandarin/ N3-Higher in 

Spanish. 



Successes



This year:

• Biggest ever S3 Mandarin 
class – 16 students

• 3 National classes in French

• 1 National class in Spanish

• (No National Mandarin for 
the first time in 4 years)

• 1 Higher French class

• 1 Higher Spanish class

• 1 Higher Mandarin class

• 1 Advanced Higher class* 
(running as a consortium 
arrangement)

Successes



National 5





Presentation Title







1. Upskilling primary staff in 
L2/L3 delivery 

2. 4 Cluster primaries  - so 
different experiences for our 
students 

3. Timetable constraints  - not 
possible to study Spanish and 
Mandarin together  at 
National level

4. Delivery of Mandarin via our 
SWIRE partnership – staffing 
moving forward

5. Small numbers in Mandarin –
consortium arrangement in 
place.

Challenges



Thank you

Questions?


